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Nipah casesrise to 5 in Kerala;
789 contacts kept under watch

Healthcare worker latest to test positive in Kozhikode; State Health Department releases a ‘route map’ of the two

deceased persons detailing their travel history; ICMR to provide monoclonal antibodies for treatment of patients

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

day after Nipah in-

fection was con-

firmed for the third
time in Kozhikode district
in Kerala, the number of
cases rose to five as a
healthcare worker from a
private hospital, tested
positive on Wednesday.

The State Health De-
partment prepared a con-
tact list of 789 people,
linked to the two persons
who died due to the infec-
tion, and two others under
treatment after testing pos-
itive for the virus.

The department also re-
leased a ‘route map’ of the
two deceased persons de-
tailing their travel history
from the day they deve-
loped symptoms.

The government has
restricted big events in

Addressing worries: Health ofﬁals handle calls at the District

Nipah Control Cell in Kozhikode on Wednesday. THULASI KAKKAT

Kozhikode till September
24.

The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) is
expected to provide mono-
clonal antibodies for treat-
ment by Thursday morn-

ing.
Kerala Health Minister

Veena George said the cas-
es belonged to the Bangla-
desh strain, which was
comparatively less infec-
tious, but had a high mor-
tality rate of 70%.
According to official
sources, 371 contacts of the
first victim, a 47-year-old

man from Maruthonkara
in Kozhikode, are under
medical surveillance. Sixty
contacts of his nine-year-
old son, who is being treat-
ed at a hospital, too have
been traced. One of his
brothers-in-law, a 24-year-
old, has 77 contacts.

The contact list of the
second victim, a 40-year-
old man from Ayancheri,
has 281 persons. The con-
dition of the infected per-
sons are reported to be sta-
ble. A majority of those on
the contact list are under
isolation at their homes.

The department has
sent 11 more body-fluid
samples of suspected pa-
tients for lab tests at the
National Institute of Virolo-
gy (NIV), Pune. Currently,
20 people are under obser-
vation at two hospitals.

An expert panel of doc-
tors has reportedly said

that the 47-year-old victim
can be considered as the
index patient, from whom
the others got infected.
The second victim had
come in contact with him
at a private hospital in the
city where the former was
undergoing treatment. The
first patient died on August
30 and the second patient
on September 11.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan earlier held a meet-
ing of Ministers and top go-
vernment officials to assess
the situation.

Nine gram panchayats
have been declared as con-
tainment zones in the
district.
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Tamil Nadu takes precautionary steps after Nipah outbreak in Kerala

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Following two deaths due
to the Nipah virus in Kera-
la, Tamil Nadu’s Directo-
rate of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine has
taken precautionary mea-
sures in the border dis-
tricts.

While health teams
have been deployed at bor-
der  checkpoints  for
screening, surveillance of
Acute Encephalitis Syn-
drome (AES) has been

passengers from Kerala at
the border checkpoints.
Health teams should be
deployed at the border
checkpoints round the
clock to screen all sympto-
matic cases, especially in
The Nilgiris, Coimbatore,
Tiruppur, Theni, Tenkasi
and Kanniyakumari.

Guidelines issued

Issuing guidelines on Wed-
nesday, the Director said
the Central Surveillance
Unit, National Centre for
Disease Control, Ministry

stepped up. of Health and Family Wel-
Director of Public fare, has declared a Nipah
Health and Preventive outbreak in Kerala's Kozhi-
Medicine T. S. Selvavi kode and Malapp dis-
gam has asked the Deputy  tricts on September 12.
Directors of Health Servic- The National Institute of
es to begin screening of  Virology, Pune, was inves-
s —

Checks begin: People travelling from Kerala to Tamil Nadu being screened at Cumbum Mettu in Theni.

tigating the outbreak. Two
deaths due to the suspect-
ed Nipah virus infection
have occurred in Kozhi-

kode district, and one
more patient, a relative of
the deceased, is admitted
to hospital with similar

|

complaints and suspected
to have the infection.

The official instructed
the Deputy Directors, es-

The Deputy Directors
of Health Services
have been asked to
begin screening of
passengers from
Kerala at the border
checkpoints

pecially those in districts
bordering Kerala, to
strengthen surveillance of
AES (fever with altered
sensorium).

Timely notification

Patients admitted with
AES from the bordering
districts of Kerala, espe-
cially those from Kozhi-
kode and Malappuram,
should be followed up on.
They should alert govern-

ment and major private
hospitals to the Nipah out-
break and tell the facilities
to ensure timely notifica-
tion of AES cases to the
District Surveillance Offic-
ers through the Integrated
Disease Surveillance Pro-
gramme-Integrated Health
Information Platform
portal.

In the advisory for
healthcare personnel, the
Director said those sus-
pected to have symptoms
of the Nipah virus infec-
tion should be admitted to
the isolation wards at hos-
pitals.

The Directorate out-
lined the clinical features,
the mode of transmission,
treatment and preventive
measures to be taken.

—
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Unified approach

An integrated approach to health

can prevent zoonotic spillover
ightning is unlikely to strike the same
I place twice, but the Nipah virus is again

wreaking havoc in Kozhikode, the fourth
outhreak of the disease in Kerala over the last five
years. Caused by a zoonotic spillover, the trans-
mission of pathogens from animals to humans,
the closest reservoir of the virus is fruit bats. With
two persons dying of Nipah this week in Kozhi-
kode, and three more persons, two of them rela-
tives of one of the victims, testing positive, and
being hospitalised, disturbing memories from
the terrifyving outbreak of 2018, in which 21 of 23
infected people died, have surfaced. The situa-
tion remains very much the same, in terms of
treatment options: there is no cure, and suppor-
tive care remains the only way to handle Nipah
infection even in a hospital setting. Kerala’s
Health Minister Veena George said hundreds of
people on the contact list of the deceased had
been put under medical observation. One of
them, a nine-year-old child, is on ventilator sup-
port. A control room has been opened in Kozhi-
kode to monitor the situation, and all the hospi-
tals in the district would be asked to follow
infection control protocols. Sixteen teams have
been formed to take forward appropriate con-
tainment protocols. A central team has also been
sent to Kerala to assist the State government.
Neighbouring States have taken preparatory
steps to ensure that porous borders do not bring
the infection across from Kerala. The State's Chief
Minister assured the people via a video message
that the State was taking the issue verv seriouslv.

B = Tt et

While experiences from the prior outbreaks
(2018, 2019, 2021) have given medical teams a
toolkit of protocols, across the sectors — manage-
ment, isolation, containment, and treatment —
constant vigil can be the only guard against such
outhreaks. The biggest lesson though, from glo-
bal outbreaks, is likely unlearnt yet. Research has
shown that anthropogenic activity has a definite
hand to play in zoonotic spillovers. In the case of
Nipah, rapid expansion of agricultural activity in
original habitat zones of the fruit bats has repeat-
edly shown up on post-factor analvses. As go-
vernments mount strategic efforts to control out-
breaks and deaths due to infectious diseases, it is
increasingly clear that the State needs to initiate a
One Health approach on the way forward. The
COVID-19 pandemic has led to a deeper apprecia-
tion of the One Health concept, which is an inte-
grated, unifying approach to balancing and opti-
mising the health of people, animals and the
environment, with the conviction that humans
live in symbiosis and that the health of one im-
pacts that of another significantly.
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IAF chief takes delivery of first
C-295 transport aircraft in Spain

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Marking a major revamp of
its transport fleet, the In-
dian Air Force on Wednes-
day received the frst
C-295MW transport air-
craft from Airbus. IAF chief
Air Chief Marshal V.R.
Chaudhari formally re-
ceived symbolic keys to the
first aircraft at the Airbus
fadlity in Seville, Spain.
The 56 C-295 aircraft will
replace the ageing Avro
aircraft.

“It’'s a momentous day
for us, the [AF in particular
and the nation as a whole,
to be receiving the first air-
craft which marks the be-
ginning of a new era...
where we will be manufac-
turing a military aircraft in
India," the [AF chief said
while speaking to pressper-
sons on the sidelines of the
handover ceremony.

Joint venture

Under the contract, 16 air-
craft will come in fly-away
condition from Seville
while 40 will be manufac-
tured by Airbus jointly
with Tata Advanced Sys-
tems Ltd. (TASL). Work is
under way to set up the fi-
nal assembly line (FAL) at
Vadodara in Gujarat and
the first aircraft manufac-
tured in India will be deli-
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New bird: ACM V.R. Chaudhari receiving the symbolic keys 1o the
first aircraft at the Airbus facility in Seville. SPECIAL ARRANGENENT

vered in September 2026,
as reported by The Hindu
earlier.

“Today, Airbus handed
over the first C295 for India
in fly-away condition. It
comes in transport config-
uration, equipped with an
Indian electronic warfare
suite, and will replace the
Indian Air Force's ageing
Avro-748 fleet. In the next
few days, a joint IAF-Airbus
crew will fly the aircraft
from Seville to Delhi,” Air-
bus Defence and Space
said in a statement.

Improved relations

In September 2021, the De-
fence Ministry signed a
¥22,000-crore deal with
Airbus and Space SA.,

Spain for procurement of
56 C-295MW transport air-
craft to replace the Avro
aircraft in service with the
IAF.

The first 16 C295s of the
56 aircraft on order will be
assembled at the San Pablo
Sur site in Seville, Spain,
with the second aircraft
due to be delivered in May
2024 and the next 14 rolled
out at a rate of one per
month until August 2025,
Airbus said.

“C-295 aircraft deal is va-
lued at around $2.5 billion,
and it will significantly im-
pact bilateral relations as
well as economic ties bet-
ween India and Spain,” In-
dian envoy in Spain Dinesh
K. Patnaik told PTT at the

ceremony.

Jean-Brice Dumont, Air-
bus's Head of Military Air
Systems, noted that it was
only two years ago that the
contract was signed with
India, the largest order in
the history of the C-295.

Indigenous radar warn-
ing receiver and missile ap-
proach warning systems
made by Bharat Electron-
ics Ltd. (BEL) and counter
measure dispensing sys-
tem made by Bharat Dy-
namics Ltd. (BDL) have
been certified and installed
on the first aircraft.

Multi-pronged features
Production of components
for the aircraft to be made
in India has already started
in the Main Constituent As-
sembly (MCA) facility in
Hyderabad and these parts
will be shipped to Vadova-
ra FAL, which is expected
to be operational by No-
vember 2024.

The 56th and final air-
craft is expected to be deli
vered to the [AF by August
2031, the statement said.

The C-295, with a carry-
ing capacity of nine
tonnes, can carry up to 71
troops or 50 paratroopers,
air-drop cargo, be used for
medical evacuation and
take off and land on short
and unpaved runways, ac-
cording to Airbus.
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Aditya-L1 mission pursues the
enigma of space weather

To better understand and predict space weather, ISRO launched the Aditya-L1 satellite in September 2023, Aditva-L1 will observe the suns energy

flow, Xrav radiation., and magnetic storms to generate knowledge of societal relevance. The mission vindicates India’s investment in space research
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